
 
Minutes of the Medway and Swale Boating Association 

Business Meeting held Tuesday 1st March 2016 
Meeting commenced at 19.00 

 
Present: John Gore (MSBA Chairman) Morris Tolhurst (MSBA Treasurer) Tony Lavelle (MSBA 
Webmaster) Gavin Parson (MSBA secretary) Brian Corbett (MSBA Vice Chairman) Bob Telford 
(MSBA Exec Committee/Faversham Creek Trust) James Parson (Hoverclub UK) Ray Chitty 
(AMCC) Karin Harman (MRUA) Alan Harman (MRUA) Mark Smurthwaite (Chairman MRUA) 
Clifford Mickleburgh (Cruising Assoc) John Puplett (SE Tug Assoc) Stuart Hurst (Upnor SC) Carl 
Cristina (HCGB) Russ Pullen (BHC) Steve Mitchell (RYA) Don Cuckow (KBSC) Steve Bailey 
(KBSC) Tim Corthorn (MVS Medway) Wil Pretty (Hoo Ness YC & Segas SC) Catherine Gore 
(Medway YC) Brian Cameron   (REYC & RCC) Barry Norman (Upnor SC) Trevor Peen (Medway 
Watersports & Medway Cruising Club) Syd Platt (TSBT) Hayley Taylor (Medway Council) John 
Webb (Hollowshore CC) David Lavender (Kent Police) Rob Pettett (Strood YC) Royce Watchorn 
(Strood YC) Pete Spratt (Strood YC) David Metcalfe (Lower Halstow YC) Dave Quigley (Lower 
Halstow YC) James Goodfellow (Peel Ports) Ian Clark (Peel Ports) Tony Kingswood (Hundred of 
Hoo SC) Derek Zobel (Wilsonian SC) Martin Vinton (Wilsonian SC) Stuart Bradley (Queenborough 
Harbour Trust) 
 
Apologies: Liz Mc Veigh (Medway Towns Rowing Club) Lawrence Mc Veigh (RNSA) K Tolhurst 
(MSBA Patron) M Evans (MSBA) P Norris (Clarke & Carter) Derek Chalk (Hoo Ness YC) Mark 
Loos (MSEP) Bill Shepherd (RYA) Rob Chandler (Tug Touchstone) 
 
Minutes of meeting on 2nd December 2015 

Minutes accepted. No matters arising not covered elsewhere. 

Chairman’s Report- Nothing to report 

Vice Chairman’s Report- Rhoda Mary Project now has charitable status and is aiming to raise 

£250,000 using professional fundraisers. Removal from Hoo by end of the summer. 

Treasurers Report- Nothing much to report. 2 subscriptions received, no outgoings. Balance in 

the bank is £15,300. 

Member secretary/ Webmaster/ Publicity Officer’s Report-  MVS has rejoined. Skilltrack joined. 

Please send dates of club events, regattas etc to Tony Lavelle to put on MSBA calendar and 

website.  

Webcollect software is being trialled for membership records. 

 

Swale Regatta- 19th June. 

Wayfarer National Championship- Medway Yacht Club 17th-19th June. 

Swale Classic Boat Regatta- 8th October. Another 3 or 4 events likely on the Swale this year. 

 

Peel Ports- Ian Clark opened his address with the matter of seaplane operations. 

He stated that this was not a new operation and that seaplanes had operated on the Medway for 

many years. Until quite recently, a company had operated a commercial operation on the river. 

The particular aircraft giving rise to the consultation is for leisure use and has already operated on 

the Medway for three years. In this period, he has visited around 10 times per year without 

incident. 



The port authority has no power to “allow” or “licence” this operation but can regulate it. 

Accordingly, this consultation was merely about proposing restricted areas where seaplanes can 

land so other river users know where to expect to see them. 

There is a legal obligation on the seaplane pilot to ensure that his landing area is clear and safe for 

landing. 

Some environmental groups have raised objections about bird disturbance.  

Once on the water, the seaplane should cause no more nuisance than a powerboat. Once in the 

air it is under the jurisdiction of the Civil Aviation Authority. 

 The Environment Agency are planning to replace the Queenborough flood gates in Autumn 

2016. This will happen at low tide so will not affect navigation. 

 Medway Valley Crossing is scheduled for completion either at the end March or beginning 

of April. 

 River clearance- Ongoing incidents with driftwood due to the winter storms and high tides. 

This is being dealt with by the Marine Department. 

 Tug and Small Commercial Vessel Licences- Ongoing and now encompasses pilot boats 

and bunker barges. 

 LNG Exclusion Zone- There has been an increase of activity at the LNG berths. River users 

are reminded of the 150m exclusion zone from empty berths and 250m from occupied 

ones. 

 Kingsferry Bridge- There will be a total overhaul of the bridge in 2017. Once completed by 

end of 2017, the bridge should be able to open on demand with improved radio 

communications. The refurbishments should enable the bridge to last another 30 years. 

 Marine incidents- One false report of a fatality at Rochester. 13 non-serious marine 

incidents since December. One boat fire and one boat broke from moorings but safely 

returned. 

 9 notices to mariners issued. 

 Sunken trawler near Harty Ferry still in-situ but out of navigation channel. 

 Works ongoing at Crescent Wharf marked with a red light. 

 Review of byelaws to happen within the next two years. 

 

Medway Council- Hayley Taylor- 

Medway River Festival is on the 9th July- Medway Council is involving the MSBA to encourage 

more activities on the water. A hovercraft display and rescue helicopter display have already been 

arranged. There will be a fish festival with education activities at Rochester Pier. 

Sun Pier has 3 weeks remaining of refurbishment works. 

Medway in Flames date for 2017 not confirmed yet. Many Dutch expected to attend. 

The tug on Rochester Pier to be removed as soon as possible. 

Overnight mooring is not allowed on Sun Pier. (Clifford Mickleburgh suggested one night 

stopovers on the piers should be permitted as in Berlin city centre). 

 

RYA- Steve Mitchell-  

Steve reported that there is a greater turnover of new members and members leaving in the South 

East than elsewhere in the UK. 

The RYA can help in finding funding and grants for club facilities. 

Push The Boat Out week 14th-22nd May helps to prepare clubs for new members. Various clubs will 

be holding open days to try out various aspects of boating. (Clubs encouraged to send details of 

their Push The Boat Out open days to Tony Lavelle for inclusion in the MSBA calendar). 

The 2016 Olympics and Americas Cup is expected to attract more people to boating as happened 

after British success in London 2012. 

The Honda RIB youth challenge is taking place at Medway Yacht Club on 23rd July. 

 

 



Cruising Association- Cliff Mickleburgh- 

Winter Warmer talks 2nd Thursday of each month at Lenham. 

Rally being held in August for members and non-members 

In 2017 The Navy are coming to do talk plus curator of Chatham Historic Dockyard. An elderly gent 

is coming to talk about the heyday of the sailing barges plus Mark Rogers from the met office. Etc 

 

Police- David Lavender- 

Project Kraken is a National Crime Agency, Police, and Border Force initiative to increase vigilance 

along the UK’s coastline and maritime environment. Surrey Police, Essex Police and the EA are 

also involved. The public can report any unusual or suspicious behaviour in these and other 

maritime environments. No matter how trivial it may seem; if it looks out of the ordinary then call 

your local police on 101 or report it to Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.  

As part of Project Kraken, Marinewatch was launched. Kent Police has joined with the Metropolitan 

Police’s Marinewatch scheme headed by Sgt Stuart Jenkins. Boaters can register their boat and all 

the property onboard including outboard engines on one intelligence database as part of the 

Marine Watch registration scheme which was launched in 2013. The scheme ensures that all 

enforcement agencies work together with communities to make rivers and waterways safe for all 

by identifying suspicious behaviour and anti-social activity to reduce crime. 

 

Tony Lavelle questioned whether the 101 telephone number operatives have sufficient maritime 

knowledge to understand where a caller on the water is calling from when reporting marine issues. 

 

Damage to boats- None reported as criminal damage but as Brian Corbett confirmed, all local 

clubs involved with racing around moorings have been in discussion as to how to prevent damage 

and methods are being introduced to prevent further incidents. A further meeting will take place 

within the next two months to review progress on the matter. 

Clifford Mickleburgh raised the issue that when police board boats they do not have access to 

registration records such as the Small Ships Register or Lloyds Register. DL stated that in his 

experience, many vessels are not registered at all with any registration body. 

Tony Lavelle mentioned the recent case of a vessel caught carrying firearms was actually 

discovered at Trenchman’s Wharf and not at Cuxton Marina as reported in the media. DL could not 

comment on how the case unfolded but believed that it was an NCA case. 

There have been cases of illegal immigrants suspected of landing in the Dover/Deal area based on 

discarded items found on beaches. No reports of similar activity in the rivers. 

 

Medway River Users Association- Mark Smurthwaite 

 

Regular newsletter, contact Mark with your email address if you wish to receive it. 

Police now have radar gun to catch speeding boats. 

MRUA represent the upper Medway on the National Navigation Users Forum where they have 

negotiated no increase in licence fees for two years. 

MRUA have become involved with The Medway Valley Countryside Partnership who reported a 

significant growth of Giant Hogweed. There is planned spraying of Giant Hogweed growths this 

year on the non-tidal Medway. 

The EA has carried out a bathymetric survey of the river from Leigh to Allington. The MRUA was 

invited to view the survey charts. These are held at Allington Lock. 

New toilets and showers have been installed at Yalding with a £2 charge for admission and 10 

minutes use. These were funded purely by donations. 

The MP for Maidstone, Helen Grant is looking at improvements of the river through Maidstone. In 

conjunction with Maidstone Borough Council they are looking at a “Task and Finish” group. 



The Streetlife online forum attracted 5000 comments about the river Medway through Maidstone 

such as requests for trees to be cut, pathways cleared, moorings improved etc. The Task and 

Finish group will try to address these comments. 

A Friends of Maidstone committee has been formed and aims to raise funds to improve the river 

banks. 

The MRUA represents all river users and includes walkers and wildlife groups. Membership has 

risen from 50 to 300. 

The Canal and Rivers Trust are inspecting the Medway to report on any required improvements. 

Currently boats require a safety certificate but can self-certify. From April 2017 will need to produce 

a boat safety certificate which is valid for 4 years. It costs around £150 for a certificate and 

inspectors are readily available. Inspections take 2-3 hours. 

 

Any other business- 

 

Reminder from Tony Lavelle that MSBA burgees are available for sale at £10 each. Mugs are £4 

and promotional leaflets are available too. 

Car window stickers will be available also in due course. 

 

Clifford Mickelburgh reminds the association that he offers fire safety talks. 

 

Request from Tim Corthorn at Medway MVS for a venue to hold weeknight meetings. Strood YC 

offered their clubhouse. 

 

A reminder that Wil Pretty had agreed to look after the MSBA keelboat trophies and the Wilsonian 

Sailing Club were asked if they could look after the dinghy racing trophies on a permanent loan 

basis. 

 

Presentation by Carl Cristina of the Hovercraft Club of Great Britain- 

The HCGB is holding a 50th anniversary cruising event at Chatham Historic Dockyard Boat Slip- 

16th until 24th July 2016. 

 

Meeting closed at 21.00 

 

Dates, time and venue of the next Business Meeting. 

 

7th June, 2016 @ 19.00- Conyer Cruising Club 

Conyer Wharf  

Conyer, Nr Teynham  

Kent  

ME9 9HN 

 

 


