
 
 

Minutes of the Medway and Swale Boating Association Business Meeting 
Tuesday 26th September 2017, 19.00hrs at Strood Yacht Club 

 
 
Present: Brian Corbett- MSBA Chairman, Tony Lavelle- MSBA Vice Chairman/Webmaster, Gavin 

Parson- MSBA Committee, Stuart Hurst and Lynn Wilkinson-Upnor SC, Tony Kingswood- Hundred of 

Hoo SC, Mike Riches- Hollowshore CC, Royce Watchorn and Bob Pettett- Strood YC, Dave Metcalfe- 

Lower Halstow YC, Christine Gidber- Wilsonian SC, Geof Reed and Mark Evans- Queenborough 

Harbour Trust, Wil Pretty- Segas SC, Brian Cameron- REYC/RCC, Syd Platt – Thames Sailing Barge 

Trust, Martin Vinton- Wilsonian SC, Derek Zobel- Hoo Ness YC/ Strood YC, David Lavender- Kent 

Police, Liz Mc Veigh- Medway Towns Rowing Club, Lawrence McVeigh- RNSA, Clifford Mickleburgh- 

Cruising Association, Stuart Bradley- Conyer CC/QHT, Bill Shepherd- RYA, Mark Coppin- Medway 

River Users Association, R Lethbridge- Tug Kent, Basil Brambleby- SB Cambria, Catherine Gore- 

Medway Yacht Club, Clinton Lyon- Gillingham Marina/ Mariners Farm 

Apologies for Absence:  Peter Norris- MSBA Committee, Morris Tolhurst- MSBA Treasurer, Joan 

Homer- Medway CC, Hayley Taylor- Medway Council, Tim Corthorn- Medway MVS, Mark 

Smurthwaite- MRUA, Derek Chalk- Hoo Ness YC, Carol Anne and Peter Pocock- Medway Sailability, 

James Goodfellow- Peel Ports. 

Chairman Brian Corbett began by welcoming everyone and thanking Strood YC for hosting the 

meeting 

Chairman’s report: Brian Corbett 

Brian explained that he has been away sailing almost non-stop since the June meeting so apologised 

for his own lack of inputs to the work of the MSBA over this time, and acknowledged the work that 

Tony and Gavin have done in keeping everything on the road. 

Further to the report on the Medway in Flames event in the previous minutes, Brian noted that 

there has been very positive feedback from Dutch visitors.  They enjoyed hospitality from Upnor YC 

and MYC.  Nice letter from Historic Dockyard and thanks to the two YCs for their help.  Must use this 

event to go forward.  Our river must not become a backwater.  The Council has not been very 

forthcoming following the event.   

Brian noted again the issues raised by Simon Hamble, RE mooring master, concerning river safety – 

especially for those using tenders to reach moorings out in the river. There have been a number of 

incidents this season – the MSBA will take this forward. 

Brian also made mention of the historian Mike Bender’s paper on the “Fragility of yacht clubs”.  

Many of our clubs are facing similar concerns relating to the ageing of their membership.  Need to 

get young sailors onto national committees, organisations, etc.  16 – 24 year olds would be ideal.  Let 

Brian know of any likely candidates. 

RYA Honda Rib youth finals were in Southampton – got good results from our region.  All from MYC – 

need to encourage youngsters from other clubs.   

Bloodhound likely to be taken to Cowes next year – coming into Medway on way down.  Need to 

take some day charters to cover the costs.  Let Brian, or Steve at MYC, know if you are interested in 

organising a party aboard this historic racing yacht. 

 (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloodhound_(yacht)). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bloodhound_(yacht)
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Thistle is an oyster smack based at Whitstable. One of many maritime projects in this area. – There 

needs to be an assessment of the work required to restore her. 

http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/register/775/thistle There will be a fund-raising activity at 

3pm on 5th October in Faversham. 

MSBA committee would love some assistance with the routine administration – there is an offer in 

the future, but need help now.  Please shout if you can offer help. 

In response to a question from Stuart Bradley there were just under 200 yachts and tall ships at the 

Dutch Raid celebrations, as well as the rowers.  Upnor and MYC catered for around 200 on the social 

evenings they organised.   

Vice Chairman’s report: Tony Lavelle 

As noted in more detail on the home page of the MSBA website (http://msba.org.uk/), Whitstable 

YC are concerned about oyster trestles in the bay.  A report published on the Marine Management 

Organisation’s website acknowledges that the presence of oyster trestles causes or is likely to cause 

obstruction or danger to navigation, whilst concluding that the farm’s operations are nevertheless 

acceptable as a low risk to marine navigation.  The RYA disagrees and there is an ongoing discussion 

about whether or not a full marine licence is required. 

At Allington, there are two excellent lock keepers, but one has been fired.  Not sure of details but 

there is a petition to restore him. 

Hoo Poo saga continues.  Finally, the EA are taking it seriously and there has been a meeting with 

Peel Ports, the Council and EA.  Council is taking the lead. Samples will be taken by the EA and things 

may happen.   

Rogue boats – there is a constant collection of rogue boats near Sun Pier, etc.  There is one boat in 

particular which is being a nuisance and constantly being rescued at considerable expense in time 

and money to RNLI and others, such as Gillingham Marina, who get involved. 

Nore Swatch buoy off station.  Garrison Point light and fog horn out of commission.  More 

information provided in notices to mariners on Peel Ports site (https://www.peelports.com/marine-

information?port=london-medway)   

Tony noted that there is concern that there is a lot of debris in river towards Allington.   

Also concern that Rochester Bridge no longer has a readable tide gauge – would be helpful if tide 

gauge is repaired. (See Gavin’s report re- new gauges) 

Tony picked up on the issue of ageing memberships of many of the MSBA clubs and referred the 

meeting to a website on 18th century yacht clubs that had many of the same issues that we have 

now in terms of sustainability.  It was agreed that we need to have a separate discussion on the 

future of yacht clubs. See 

http://www.yachtinghistorians.org.uk/downloads/Concerning%20the%20Fragility%20and%20the%2

0Future%20of%20Yacht%20Clubs1509.pdf 

 

http://www.nationalhistoricships.org.uk/register/775/thistle
http://msba.org.uk/
https://www.peelports.com/marine-information?port=london-medway
https://www.peelports.com/marine-information?port=london-medway
http://www.yachtinghistorians.org.uk/downloads/Concerning%20the%20Fragility%20and%20the%20Future%20of%20Yacht%20Clubs1509.pdf
http://www.yachtinghistorians.org.uk/downloads/Concerning%20the%20Fragility%20and%20the%20Future%20of%20Yacht%20Clubs1509.pdf
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The MSBA now has orange, as well as white, buoys.  Currently these are used regularly by MYC and 

annually by Medway Towns Rowing Club for races – other clubs are invited to think about using 

them.  Please send Tony photos of them in use. 

Have a new toy called “Bob” – an inflatable body to use for practising recovery skills.  Elite Sailing 

may be able to offer a practise session but any MSBA member can borrow it. 

Updated visitor charts available (http://msba.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Medway-and-

Swale-Visitor-Chart-2017.pdf).  Also other charts – e.g. Wilsonian chart and a Faversham chart linked 

from MSBA website (http://msba.org.uk/?page_id=160. 

Last three MSBA burgees available for purchase, also some car stickers and some mugs. 

There is an old “Tom Pudding” tug that has sunk just upstream of Rochester Bridge.  It is being 

rescued by Mark Thorne and he would like help – 12th October he will be looking for help to pump 

water out and re-float.  Let Tony know.  Boat called the Water Haigh.  More info on MSBA home 

page (http://msba.org.uk/).  

Rochester Bridge is going to be blown up by REs at 9pm this evening!  A practise session using laser 

lights. 

Treasurer’s report: Morris Tolhurst (Not present) 

Morris sent his apologies – double booked.   

• Bank balance: £16,334 

• 2 major recent expense items: £832.78 for CCTV and £118.08 for Bob the dummy 

• Morris also mentioned the problems of the membership year end of 31 March being out of 

sync with our financial year ending 30 Sept. We should consider changing the membership year. 

Secretary’s report: Gavin Parson 

The MSBA have installed a high-resolution CCTV camera and video recorder at Gillingham Strand. 

This has night vision, remotely controllable pan, tilt and 30x zoom. 

With this, we can view and record anti-social behaviour on the river and pass evidence onto the 

authorities. 

We can also monitor the condition of Commodores Hard and keep a video log of the condition of the 

public slipway and we will continue to campaign for upkeep and improvements. 

It is evident from recordings taken over the past 6 weeks that PWCs are launching at the Strand 

every single weekend and operating at speed with no sign of any action being taken by any 

authority. 

Clearly it is now common knowledge amongst PWC owners that there is no effort being made to 

enforce the speed limit on the river and Peel Ports seriously need to decide whether they should 

continue to impose a 6 knot speed limit up to Folly Point or maybe move the limit point up to buoy 

29. Clearly that may be unpopular with Medway Cruising Club and SEGAS mooring holders but 

http://msba.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Medway-and-Swale-Visitor-Chart-2017.pdf
http://msba.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Medway-and-Swale-Visitor-Chart-2017.pdf
http://msba.org.uk/?page_id=160
http://msba.org.uk/
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currently the speed limit is not being enforced anyway. This again raises the issue that the majority 

of law abiding boaters are paying the conservancy charge but seeing no penalty being brought 

against persistent speeders who probably do not pay the conservancy charge either. Perhaps Peel 

Ports can confirm if they have any intention of taking action. 

We have requested that Medway Council supply a noticeboard at the Strand which would show 

public notices for boaters such as NTMs and tide tables. This is similar to the existing noticeboard at 

Riverside Country Park. The MSBA will also be able to display notices on this board. The Council have 

agreed to supply this board and it will be installed very soon. 

We have approached the Rochester Bridge Trust to provide new depth and air draught markers on 

the Rochester Bridges. The RBT are open to the idea and discussions are continuing with their 

engineers. However, the downstream railway bridge is the property of Network Rail who currently 

claim they have no money to fund a marker on their bridge. Potentially the RBT will fund markers for 

both sides and we can get Network Rail to agree for the marker to be fixed to their bridge. 

The MSBA AGM at the end of November is close enough to Christmas for us to decide that this year 

we will offer a selection of food. In the weeks leading up to the AGM, can I encourage all club reps, 

partners and friends to confirm their attendance so we know how many to cater for. 

Nick Ardley has sent us a reminder that the BBC2 series “Britain Afloat” starts on Saturday 30th Sept 

at 8pm. The first episode is about Thames Sailing Barges. 

He would like to congratulate Queenborough Harbour Trust for this year’s Historic Boat Festival with 

well turned out boats and a good number of visitors. The staff and volunteers did a wonderful job. 

Gavin looking to purchase screen and projector to help with future meetings, although Clifford has 

kindly offered to lend his if required. 

Peel Ports: No-one present but report provided. 

Environment Agency – Queenborough Flood Defence Gates This operation is still ongoing. The works 

include improved gates, a revamped control room and the machinery that operates them. There is 

also to be a mechanism to keep the sills clear of mud. Reference Notice to Mariners No 23 of 2017 

Queenborough Creek Barrier Refurbishment. 

River Clearance- We have recently received a number of complaints from river users regarding 

debris in the river near Allington lock. We plan to undertake a river clearance this week. 

Tug and Small Commercial Vessel Licences- Since the last report, the licencing system has continued 

and now encompasses pilot boats and bunker barges. 

LNG Exclusion Zone- Infringements are few and far between, however we had one recent issue with 

a recreational vessel that passed within the exclusion zone at high speed and also disrupted a diving 

operation. The increase in activity at the LNG berths has continued and again would you please 

highlight the exclusion zone for the LNG berths to your members, it is 150m from the berths if they 

are vacant and 250m from the berth if they are occupied. Please make your members aware that we 

do have powers to substantially fine vessels for this behaviour and the LNG facility itself has similar 
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powers. We do not wish to be heavy handed, but these rules are there for safety as well as security 

reasons. 

Kingsferry Bridge- No change from last update. We are awaiting a meeting to address the 

arrangements for the complete overhaul of the bridge. Preparation work has started. For those of 

you that are not aware, Network Rail have informed us that in 2017 the workings of the bridge will 

be completely overhauled and the driving gear replaced with modern equipment. The money is 

already agreed and work has actually begun on the manufacturing of the motors. Once all the parts 

are manufactured, the actual installation is to be carried out in a staged manner over the quietest 

periods to minimise any disruption. Once the work is complete (which should be by Christmas 2017) 

the bridge will be able to open almost ‘on demand’ (depending on the rail timetable of course) and 

there will be no engineering limit to the number of times an hour it can lift. Modern IALA traffic 

control lights will also be installed, along with improved radio communications. It will also have two 

independent drives to provide redundancy in the event of a fault. The refurbishment should make 

the bridge good for another 30 years. 

Marine Incidents- Green Peace Protest- On the 21st of September 2017 Green Peace undertook a 

peaceful protest within port limits. A number of small ribs and kayaks blocked access to a berth at 

Sheerness. Two people also boarded a vessel carrying cars. The vessel was redirected to Margate 

Roads anchorage and berthed at Sheerness the following day. In addition to the small number of 

LNG zone infringements, we have recently had two incidents of recreational vessels securing to 

navigation buoys. Please note that this is a breach of byelaw number 42. 

Speeding- No change from last update. We recently have had a meeting with the Police and Medway 

Council with reference to speeding at which our various powers and responsibilities were discussed. 

We feel we have made some progress with this and are currently awaiting a legal opinion from the 

police authority on how we can give the police powers to enforce our byelaws. 

Royal Engineers Boat Training- No change from last update. The Royal Engineers Boat Squadron at 

Upnor are in the early stages of requesting the re-instatement of their military training area between 

their Jetty at Upnor and the lower end of Eurowharf. When they give us the precise location we will 

put it out to public consultation. 

Relevant Notice to Mariners in Force – 

NtoM No 1 of 2017 - Notices remaining in force 

NtoM No 2 of 2017 - Isle of Grain Exclusion Zone 

NtoM No 3 of 2017 - No 53 mooring buoy off station 

NtoM No 4 of 2017 - Pilot Transfer arrangements 

NtoM No 5 of 2017 - Faversham Creek Unmarked Obstruction 

NtoM No 6 of 2017 - Crescent Wharf Works 

NtoM No 8 of 2017 - Medway VTS Update 

NtoM No 16 of 2017 - Garrison Point Traffic Warning Light 

NtoM No 14 of 2017- River events 

NtoM No 21 of 2017- Garrison Point Defective Fog Horn 

NtoM No 23 of 2017- Queenborough Creek Barrier Refurbishment 

NtoM No 25 of 2017- Wreck at Acorn Middle Moorings 
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NtoM No 27 of 2017- Queenborough creek Flood Barrier 

VTS Project - Medway VTS has moved from Garrison Point Fort to Archway House (based at 

Sheerness Docks). CCTV is now in operation in the following locations; Rochester, Chatham Lock, 

Lapel Bank and Garrison Point and radar coverage has now been reinstated at Chatham. A reduction 

in VTS service above Folly Point is still in force, however this will be lifted in next couple of weeks as 

the radar and CCVT is now fully operational. New tide gauges have been installed at Garrison Point, 

Chatham and Strood.   

Notices to Agents, Ships, and Berth Operators (as relevant) – 

NASBO No 11 of 2017- LNG Bunkering code of practice consultation 

NASBO No 12 of 2017 - Sheerness Docks – Pilotage Requirements for vessels shifting 

NASBO No 13 of 2017 – PEC Revalidation Requirements 

River Works – Just to reiterate, following a review of how river works are regulated by Peel Ports 

London Medway, the application forms and guidance notes can be found on our website. It should 

be noted a river works licence is required to work on, under or over the waters of the Medway and 

Swale up to the mean high-water mark. There are complications as the river bed owners are 

different for some areas, however the over arching authority is the Marine Management 

Organisation who should be contacted before any work is planned. We cannot do that for an 

applicant. 

Leisure Conservancy- No change from last update. It is noted once again that there is a lot of 

misconception and noise around this legal charge. Peel are reviewing:  this charge again was 

increased by 2% when the Commercial tariff increased by 5%  This item was changed by D. 

Newbury after the meeting and does not reflect his statement at the meeting which advised a 15% 

discount to those organisations collecting the Conservancy charge. Subsequently DN confirmed that 

discounts apply as follows: 

Season 2015/16 10% 

Season 2016/17 13% 

Season 2017/18 15% 

We apologise and acknowledge the error, and a communication to the MSBA was made 

immediately, and all organisations were contacted by Mrs Pardoe by post 29.03.17 to reaffirm the 

15% discount  Both of the above following discussions with MSBA as representative for clubs and 

Organisations.  The Police are now formally requesting data disclosure from this database.  

Enforcement of the charge will increase this year. Legal advice is being sought on the validity of 

withholding information to the port that is used to support a legal charge, allegedly based on 

infringement of data protection laws. [WHAT CLUBS ARE WITHHOLDING DATA?] 

The price of Tide tables was held for the umpteenth year and sold to clubs at a discounted rate.  

There will be a review of relationships with organisations and a review of Tide table policy with 

organisations. 
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Navigation Aids- The next Trinity House Inspection is planned for this October. There are a series of 

‘third party’ marks that the port Authority are working with TH to maintain or remove. Annual buoy 

maintenance campaign was undertaken in July by the Fourth Umpire. 

Dredging- Chatham Lock approaches have been dredged in the summer months to accommodate 

navy vessels into Chatham for the Battle of the Medway and river festival. 

Website- All local publications, such as notices to mariners and application forms are available from 

the Peel Ports website. Go to www.peelports.com then select ‘Marine Information’ from the menu 

across the top, then ‘London Medway’ from the list. 

Medway Council report: Hayley Taylor (not present) 

Hayley had a rather nasty tumble when running at Shorne Woods resulting in a broken ankle with 

ligament damage and a lot of bumps and bruises 

Strand Noticeboard- We will be installing one as suggested by the sailing club to provide information 

to river users.  MSBA will have access to this to provide information and promote use of the river.  

I’m just awaiting the final details on the type of installation and once I’ve got the date confirmed I’ll 

let you know.  This will mean that it will be in place before the next busy spring / summer season. 

Piers- The lights and electric posts at Sun Pier have been vandalised.  I have received a quote to 

replace and have placed the order for this to go ahead. 

At Rochester Pier, the new token machine and lighting is all in place but we have a problem with the 

electrical supply shorting out.  The contractor is monitoring this as we suspect it is linked to the 

emergency exit button.  Once the fault is identified this will be fixed.  The tokens are the same as 

Sun Pier at £1 each and there is a fob that can be purchased for £50 per year which gives access to 

both piers.  Again, I will advise when this is up and running again. 

Dredging- Unfortunately we could not secure any funding for the Commodores Hard this year.  I will 

be looking at getting dredging done at Gillingham Pier around April so will combine this with the 

Commodores Hard when we put it out to tender for quotes.  Once quotes are in, again it will be 

down to funding and I will keep you updated accordingly. 

The new Partnerships Officer will be in post next month and their role will include the Piers and 

river.  As soon as they are settled in, I will arrange a meeting with MSBA so we can ensure that the 

good work and cooperation we have achieved continues. 

Swale report: Peter Norris (Not present) 

Peter sent apologies as is unwell.  Mark Evans noted that they have been very busy at 

Queenborough this year.  Trouble with PWCs there as well, but have had good discussions and some 

of the older hands are getting better behaved.  When QHT ask Peel Ports for help they say they have 

no boats – but miraculously they found one when Greenpeace turned up…  Brian reported that the 

committee hopes to have discussions with new Harbour Master when he is in post. 

RYA report: Bill Shepherd 
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Bill offered thanks to MYC for hosting regional Honda Rib event.  There will be club workshops for 

affiliated clubs – on a Saturday – dates to be published.  The RYA Affiliated Clubs Conference will be 

held at Newline Learning Academy, Boughton Lane, Maidstone, ME15 9QL on 2nd December. Look at 

RYA site for information on performance and coaching bursary schemes for young sailors 

(http://www.rya.org.uk/rya-regions/london-south-east/news-

events/pages/articlewrapper.aspx?pageUrl=/newsevents/news/Pages/bursaries-available-for-lse-

young-sailors-and-coaches.aspx).   

Fishing gear entanglements – this an issue.  Lots of anecdotal evidence – need more solid evidence.  

Talking about gear unmarked out in boating areas.   

Brian notes the importance of reporting any issues, whatever they are – for example the issue where 

a member of Medway CC fell from his mast due to wash from PWC. 

Cruising Association: Clifford Mickleburgh 

Clifford handed round a notice relating to a petition re adequate marking of lobster pots to ensure 

safety of small craft at sea.  The link is https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/200001  – please 

support this campaign and try to get at least a response from government (10,000 signatures 

needed). 

Clifford handed round a notice of the next series of Winter Warmer talks (also available at 

http://www.theca.org.uk/public/sections/kent)  and noted that mince pies and mulled wine will be 

on offer at the December meeting!  

Clifford also reminded members about the crewing service run by CA.  This helps people who need 

crew/ would like to sail but do not have their own boat etc.  

Brian noted that it could be useful to get experienced crew to work with new owners who are not 

really competent to be in control of their new glossy boats.  Something that clubs could do – to 

encourage this service. 

Police report: David Lavender 

Dave has not been around on the river much in the past couple of months due to pressures 

elsewhere in the Police service.  He is hopeful that all settled down a bit now and he can re-focus on 

the river issues.  Dave noted that reported crime is down a bit but there is always a concern that 

reporting itself may be the issue.  Need to ensure that reports are made.  Police cannot help if 

nothing reported.  Need to collect data so can allocate resources correctly.   

Have been to legal services to ask about how to manage the PWCs – awaiting instruction but no 

response yet.  Essex have had convictions, but Dave not sure about some of the charges and their 

legality in respect to our area.   

Police did spend all day with the recent protest by Greenpeace activists.     

Medway River Users Association: Report provided 

Apologies for not being able to attend the MSBA meeting today. We are in the process of finding a 

new representative to attend. Some of the meetings we have not been able to make recently. 

http://www.rya.org.uk/rya-regions/london-south-east/news-events/pages/articlewrapper.aspx?pageUrl=/newsevents/news/Pages/bursaries-available-for-lse-young-sailors-and-coaches.aspx
http://www.rya.org.uk/rya-regions/london-south-east/news-events/pages/articlewrapper.aspx?pageUrl=/newsevents/news/Pages/bursaries-available-for-lse-young-sailors-and-coaches.aspx
http://www.rya.org.uk/rya-regions/london-south-east/news-events/pages/articlewrapper.aspx?pageUrl=/newsevents/news/Pages/bursaries-available-for-lse-young-sailors-and-coaches.aspx
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/200001
http://www.theca.org.uk/public/sections/kent
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Since the last meeting we can report- 

The footpath / cycle path from Aylesford through to Barking gas been completed and is a brilliant 

route for all users.  

The footpath/ tow path improvement in central Maidstone for the Blue railway bridge to the town. 

Has now been finished. Gone are the ridiculous mushroom bollards that were never designed to be 

used as mooring. And we now have stainless rings for mooring up to. Still in place are the threaded 

sockets for mooring on the rest of the path. New seating, bins and repaired lighting. The new trees 

will be installed later in the Autumn. 

East Farleigh Lock is now working extremely well as it gets more use. The Mayor of Maidstone 

officially opened the Lock some weeks ago with a huge audience from the MRUA. HYCC EA and 

general public. The Mayor’s Cruise as always was organised by the HYCC.  

There has been some clearing of overgrown vegetation By the EA in central Maidstone and they 

have conducted a survey to see what else needs doing. This will be reviewed fully at the next MRUA 

meeting next Tuesday. Some great improvement made so far. 

A license check by the EA has been completed and 3 craft seized and sold through public auction.  

Teston bridge was struck by a car last month and resulted in the River being shut for 5 days to 

navigation. But it remains shut to traffic for a further 4 weeks. While the repairs are made. 

East Peckham railway bridge essential maintenance commenced on the 1st October and navigation 

here will be closed till late December. 

Unicumes lane moorings are growing at an alarming rate and we have been advised that the 

Borough Council are looking into what is going on here. We will update as we receive any further 

information. 

The report of excessive debris below Allington Lock are become a real concern. This has been 

reported to Peel Ports. But met with a lot of resistance. We are looking for an update on what’s 

going in here as we are aware of 4 craft encountering problems due to the excessive debris in this 

area. 

A consultation period of discussion regarding the increase in license fees for the non-tidal Medway 

concluded with representatives from the EA attending the last MRUA meeting to discuss and answer 

questions. A very beneficial meeting and resulted in all questions being answered and clarified. The 

proposed 10% will go ahead next year.  Due to the severe short fall in central funding this was 

agreed to be an acceptable level as there has been no increase for 2 years. 

We are planning newsletter in the next couple if months and will make copies available to anyone 

who wishes to see this edition. 

The Facebook page River Medway Boaters continues to be a great place for Info on what is 

happening on the non-tidal river. With thousands of views on every post. 

Tony attends MRUA meetings on behalf of MSBA.  Very active Facebook page.  Tony notes that other 

clubs used closed Facebook pages to share information quickly and easily. 
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Matters arising not already covered: 

The meeting briefly returned its attention to PWCs.  Trevor Peen tries to encourage sailing clubs to 

open their doors to PWCs as they could be really useful for placing buoys, helping with races, etc.  He 

appreciates that this is not very popular, but he thinks this is the way ahead.  Liz noted that PWCs 

cause less of a problem to rowing boats than many cruisers as wash not as great.  Others agreed, as 

long as PWCs going in straight line and not doing circles, etc. 

Yachts still racing through moorings…. A MYC member has a YouTube channel clearly showing this 

happening. Some clubs have implemented a system where those going through moorings are given a 

time penalty.  Issue of reporting raised.  Difficult to get folk to report stuff if nothing seems to 

happen as a result.  However, Brian noted that a videod incident placed on the MSBA website led to 

an apology and offer of reparations.  Thought that safety boats might be referees as well as safety 

boats – and they can spot when there are issues, such as racing through moorings. 

AOB: 

Brian very happy with trophies won this year! 

Christine from Wilsonian explained that they use Twitter a lot – and received a mention and books 

from RYA for using Twitter to great effect.  A good way of attracting youngsters. 

Mention of large number of boats moored downstream of motorway bridge – will be raised in 

meeting with Harbour Master. 

Trevor noted that silting is causing increasing problems – can only access river some three hours 

either side of HW.  Council agreed to spend some £130,000 on repairs some years ago but now have 

no money to do these repairs.  Trevor is fairly certain that there should be some ancient right of way 

issue that can be used.  Any thoughts on this to Trevor please! 

 

The meeting concluded just before 9pm. 

Date of next meeting- 19.00 at 28th November 2017, AGM meeting at Kent Boat and Ski Club, Cuxton  


